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Fascination in the flames

nature¢ of the concluding dance,
where the oval burst into move-
ment belore the dving embers of
the goddess. But the decision 1o
narrate the story of a girl's discoy-

ery of songlines in Australian cul-
mm ture was surely a1 mistake

| == = Ihe fine costumes, the messape
ghout balance in narore, the ritual
By HELEN MUSA drumming these should all have

heen dirceted towards the fiers,
joyous end of a festival aptly de-
scribed by 3 bystander s “just
like u pilgrimape™.

fhee Fertile Millennta, coordinat-
ed by Splinters Theatre of Specta-
cli Exhibition Park, 6.3pm, April
4 losing ceremony National Folk
Fesiival, —

Fire leads o germination, said
Splinters and the ol youihful play-
ers who joined them lust night in a
celebration of the Tour elements on
the oval of Exhibition Park. So i
mus be, but for the crowds path-
vivd to witness the clsing rituals
uf the Mational Folh Festival, fire

a source ol fascination, oot
the subject for reflection,

Mhus it was (hat from the out-
set, while the performers, dressed
wo moths, birds, pods and obese

wumers, moved around a gigan-

tic female effigy, the crowd chant-
ed: “burn her, bum her!™ Criey of
“shut up'™ also resonated ws impa-
tience with # serious exploration of
the oveles of nature burmt out of
proportion. Feminist protesters,
too, mingled with the crowd, ob-
jecting with hanners to the primi.
tive burning of a 1l-metre-high
fertility  goddess whose private
parts were rapidly revealed in the
conflagratien the crowd had so
long awaited,

Splinters  peeds urgently 1o re-
view rhe question of combining

wards with spectacle in such
large-scale presentations. The use
of well-known folk musicians as
background to the wction was un
inspiration, as was the celebratory
natureé of the concluding dance,

snhnen dtha acal hoaacs fasn o
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