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LIZ ARMITAGE taiks to David Branson about Splinters’ ten years of collaborative theatre and unusual
performance spaces, and its latest workk Utopla/Distopia.
: T 5N0W Wis DO O SLUCCESS ang an ansiule Guiure,
PLINTERS will celebrate its tenth year this month says Branson., The success stemmed from a prandiose,
with a spectacular involving 60 members of cast Circus Maximusinspired porformance Incorporating
and crew, Ldopia/Distopia, set on lake Bordey  Tryclops (a flamethrowing, fire-cating group), a parade

Griffin's Springbank Istand. : of open-lop cars, 2 Hhinoceros Komble van, and an enor-
THis is Splinters™ we've come a long way show”, and maous castle with burning skelétons falling from it

Its most commerchd enterprise to date, A frenzy of pub- The failure stemmed from time restarints; " They'd just

liciry has gone a long way toward fullilting Splinters’ vi. had the judging of tee hottest car, and there was a wait

sion of making its ar accessible to 2 wide audience. af 20 Lo 40 minutes because they were tuning the video

“We don't believe we should be just performing for a for the strip show thal was o follow us. By the tme we
specific audience,” says one of the founding members, a
David Branson. “We'ne not trying to to be high art, or
ghette art [or] for National Folk Festival ovpes”

This was the thinking behind a performance at the
Summornais carlier this year, Tt was a brave step (o ke got on, [people] were really fod up” The audience reac-
on what has been tigged “the festival of the yob', and  tlon was variedSome of them expressed ... lack of ap-
the show was both 0 success and an absolute [allure,  preciation, at one point they were shouting “we want
savs Branson. The success stemmed from a erandiose. WS’ What was Interesting was that we managed to win
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JRURIGLARALITL, s W I.H..I‘J]l-l UIE]’ WELT _'llll.ll,u.l.lIH W WilllL
tlis'. What was Interesting was that we managed to win
a lot of people over [because] our work 1s a sincere en-
1.1:avnur to enpage people artistically ...to entertain
them.”

Splinters has made livtle Impact on Canberra theatre,
says Branson, bul more so on Austnilian theatre art farpe.
It his enjoyed collabomtive relationships with contem-
poriry companics like The Post Arrivalists and Sydney
Front (both Sydney), and Mad Love (Adelaide),

The theatre scene In Cinberra B8 Insular, he says, It's
still about who's golng to get the role in Grys and Dolls,
“Guys and Dotls is a fine play, but we're on about an in-
vestigative performance”

The company has travelled Australia, and relocated 1o
Melbourne from 1985 to 1990. Wherever Splinters Is,
it’s like the "core of the clan”. People come from all over
the place 10 work on shows, ind sometimes they'll in-
habit a performmance space for months.

Renowned for pedorming in unusual locatlons,
Splnters has occupied the Kingston Bus Depot, the old
Canberra Brickworks, the Weston Park Maze, the Old
Adelaide Jail, and now Springbank Island, There are a log
of logistics and wrangling with government  depart-

ments Invalved in the use of such spaces, but they real
Iy bring a production o life, says Branson,

“The island has always been a show that we've wani
cd to do. lis got all this cultural resonance, a history,
Uni stodents used o swim out 1o the isiind and read peo-
ciry under the poctry tree  And Blue Folk put on a per
formance of Alfce {n Wonderland there that | remember
seeing when 1 was about 12

In Utoply/Distopla, the (slind will serve as the place
where four worlds meet (water, earth, fire and ain.
The worlds live in harmony through cycles of work, rest
and play. Utopia? Not quite, A story will unfold, parml.
Iel to the workings of these fowr worlds, and it will bring
h;ﬂgm juicy stuff of theatre, powern, love, and relatlon-
ships.

Audience members will be ferried 1o the ishnd, and
inducted through a “customs” ent. For the rost of the
night they will be part of the island's culture.

A% soon as you're part of an event like this you're
working in a colfective,” says Branson, “You're 3 crowd,
When you go to a theatre performance you're sitting in
one spot, But that's not necessarily the case with a
Splinters show. Our desire s 1o entice people to ke o
journcy with us,”

Utopia/Distopia 18 a2t Springbank  Island
Nov 15-25. Bookings: 257 1077.
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