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PERSPECTIVE

Festivecarnivaleon operaticscale
THEATRE.

By ANN NUGENT

chooses the most unusual places for
its

performances.

The smallestven-
ue I recallbeingthe

gardener's cottageat
Corroboree

Parkand the largest,the brick
worksat

Yarralumla.

Thistimeit'sa grand

space— the bus depotat
Kingston."It's

huge."says long-time Splinters mover and
shaker David Branson.

Just
perfect,

I
suggest,

for
Splinters'

cus-
tomary epic

staging."Well,"

says Branson,

"it'sepicbut it's
intimate."

-
Flowers

of Gold, that'sthenameof the
new show,is not about wattle. Indeed,

I am
told its

associations
arc more

psychedelic

than botanical. "Psychedelic," meaning
brightand

imaginative,

of music being
played loudly, and,in thecaseof a

Splinters

production, of having sudden, pyrotechnic

explosions. TypicallySplinters.

■ "Is thatwhatthe
audience

can expect

withFlowersof GoldTI asked.Branson's

faceclouded,rather likeMoses' visage con
fronted with the wantonnessof the Israel

ite's.
Immediately,

I knewthatI had
conimitlcd a blasphemy against Splinters'

holywrit. Branson, assumedthe personaof
aiT ageingpatriarch and

explained

thatit
wouldmake Splinters "unhappy,very un
happy"if the

audience
knewwhatto cx

piict.

''."However,

1 am assuredthat the audience

enn expectto be
participants,

as theyusual-

ly arein
Splinters' shows.And

there'll

be an
Obstaclecourse,and a symbolicbattle,and
the harem,and music,and

fireworks,
and

lotsof
light-hearted

fun.
Flowers of Gold is

spectacle.
"We are

tryingto getawayfromthewordandinto
visualimage,"Bransonsays.
"Theshowalso featuresa

procession

of
machines; some have been broughtfrom
Melbourne specially for the

production.

In
the

production

the machinescometo life
and

"take-over,"

but it is all goodfestive

funwithno great "thisis the
meaning

of
Ifft" messages.

; It'swrongto givethe
impression

that
Flowersof Goldis

exclusively

a
Splinters'

fchow. The concept is
Splinters,

and Splint

ersis
coordinating,

buttheshowis madeup
of lotsof little showseachwithits own
themeand

inspiration. Bransonsaysit'sthe
largestscale

collaboration

that
Splinters

has

largestscale
collaboration

that
Splinters

has
been involvedin with other

independent

groups.About 80 arts
practitioners

are
workingon the show.

; The HIV
performance

groupfromThe
Company,Waiting Women, Yvonne
Webber,Dawn Gardinerand Fiona Boszic

arejusta fewof the
performers

in themega
production. Orchestrating

the whole show
is RenaldNavarro,of the Canberrabased

group Tango 160. Penny Sands,who
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A scenefrom Flowers of Gold,with,from left, Jasper
Seconddeath,

Simon
Rosengarten

and Sophie Boord.

workedwith
Splinters

and Jigsawon the
Exploding Sardine,has designed costumes

for Flowers.

Earlier this year Splintershad packed

housesand high
critical praise,for its Ca

thedralsof Flesh,performed duringthe
Adelaide Festivalat the Adelaidejail as
partof the FringeFestival.

"It was great,"

Bransonbeams,"the jail inmatesconduct

ed people around,

anda coupledida cell
scene. It'sa bit the sameat the old bus
depot," he muses. "The ACTION bus em
ployeescomedownand lookin on rehears

als."

Thinking of the Adelaide success makes

Bransona littledowncast. Althoughhe
thinksCanberra is a greatplacefor devel

opingwork,he can'thelp feelingthat
Splinters' work goes

unrecognised
here,

whileit is lauded
interstate. Splinters

was
not on the listof 1993grantsannounced

recentlyby the ACT
Government through

its CulturalCouncil.Bransonsaid the

grouphad appliedfor a modest$20,000.

Thisyearthe Cultural Councilgavethe
group$16,000 seeding money(no pun in
tended)for Flowersof Gold.

'"We've donemostof our workin Can
berrathisyearandmostof it was unfund

berrathisyearandmostof it was unfund

ed." Bransontickedoff the list — Arts

Councilat WestonCreek,the Canberra

Festivalfor Kids,and Wailingfor Godot

(with WaitingWomen)for the Tuggera

nongArts
Festival.

"I don'tthinkwe de
serveto be

punished,"

he said.

On the bright side,Splinters
has received

$40,000from the Australia Councilfor
1993.Sincethat'sa nationalbody,Branson

says that
technically Splinters can produce

theirwork anywherenextyear,it doesn't

haveit be in
Canberra.

"Why keep on?"I asked.."We keepon
becausewe believein the work itself,"

Bransonreplied.Bransonsays the founda

tion Splinters group (mostlystudentsfrom

WatsonHighSchool)set out in 1985to
investigate non-representational

perform
ance,

particularly

the creationof "an atmo
sphereof eventand ritual." According

to
Branson, Splinters continues to challenge

itself.

I thinkthat a
Splinters'production

is
always a form of

controlledanarchy.Flow
ers of Goldlookslikebeingan

orchestrated

festivecamivaleon an operatic scale.

Flowersof Goldhas a shortseason from
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Flowersof Goldhas a shortseason from
December

16 to 19, at
8.30pm,

at the old
KingstonBus Depot,(the one with the
temporary Splinters sign in puce purple),

Wentworth Avenue, Kingston.


