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PERSPECTIVE

_

Festive carnivale on operatic scal

THEATRE

By ANN NUGENT

HE THEATRE group Splinters
chooses the most unusual places for

A its performances. The smallest ven-
"1 recall being the gardener's cottage at
Corroboree Park and the fargest, the brick-
works at Yarralumla, This time it's a grand
space — the bus depot at Kingston, “lt's
huge.” says long-time Splinters mover and
shuker David Branson,

Just perfect, 1 suggest, for Splinters’ cus-
tomary epic slaging. =" 'L says Bransan,
ii's cpic but it's intim, .7 :

.« Flowers of Gald. that's the name of the
rew show, is not abou! waltle. Indeed, 1 am
wid ils associations arc more psychedcelic
ihan botanical, “Psychedelic,” meaning
bright and imaginative, of music being
played loudly, and, in the case of a Splinters
jiroduction, of having sudden, pyrotechnic
ﬁ,\plusiuns. Typically Splinters.

- "Is that what the audience can expect
with Flewers of Gold?" | asked. Branson's
face clouded, rather like Moses' visage con-
F];‘ﬂl'litd with the wantonness of the Isracl-
ites. Immediately, | knew that 1 had
eommitted a blasphemy against Splinters’
hly writ, Branson. assumed the persona of
afr ageing patniarch and explained that it
would make Splinters “unhappy, very un-
happy™ il the audience knew what to ex-
pect,

tsHowever, | am assured that the audicnce
enn cxpect to be participants, as they usual-
ij.are in Splinters' shows, And there'll be an
Obstacle course, and & symbelic battle, and
the harem, and music, and fireworks, and
lots of light-hearted fun.

Flowers of Gold is spectacle. “We are
trving 1o get away from thé word and inlo
visual image,” Branson says.

. Fhe show also features a procession of
mjachines; some have been brought from
Melbhourne specially for the production. In
the production the machines come to life
and “take-over,” but it is all good festive
fun with no great “this is the meaning of
IIf™ messages.

* It's wrong 1o give the impression that
Flowers of Gold 1s exclusively a Splinters’
khow. The concept is Splinters, and Splint-
ers is coordinating, but the show is made up
of lots of little shows each with its own
theme and inspiration. Branson saysit’s the
jnrgus} scale collabora Iliﬂn that Spﬁimm has
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largest scale collaboration that Splinters has
been involved in with other independent
proups, About 80 ans practitioncrs are
working on the show. |

+ The HIV performance group from The
Company, Waiting Women, Yvonne
Webber, Dawn Gardiner and Fiona Boszic
arc just a few of the performers in the mega-
production. Orchestrating the whole show
i5 Renald Navarro, of the Canberra based
group Tango 160. Penny Sands, who
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B scene Irom Flowers of Gald, with, fram !e1t Ja spar Sacondoesth, Simon ﬁnssr&gart-an and Sophie Boord.

worked with Splinters and Jigsaw on the
Exploding Sardine, has designed costumes
for Flowers.

Earlier this year Splinters had packed
houses and high critical praise, for its Ca-
thedrals of Flesh, performed during the
Adelaide Festival at the Adelaide jail as
part of the Fringe Festival. “Tt was great,”
Branson beams, “the jail inmates conduct-
ed people around, and a couple did a cell
scene. I's a bit the same at the old bus
depot,” he muses, “The ACTION bus em-
ployees eome down and look in on rehears-
als.”

Thinking of the Adelaide success makes

Branson a little downcast. Although he
thinks Canberra i5 a great place for devel-
oping work, he can’t help fecling that
Splinters' work goes unrecognised here,
while it is lauded imierstate. Splinters was
not on the list of 1993 grants announced
recently by the ACT Government through
its Cultural Council. Branson said the
group had applied for a modest $20,000.
This year the Cultural Council gave the
group 516,000 seeding money (no pun in-
tended) for Flowers of Gold.

*““We've done most of our work in Can-
berra this year and most of it was unfund-
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berra this year and most of it was unfund-
ed,” Branson ticked off the list — Arts

Council at Weston Creek, the Canberma
Festival for Kids, and Waiting for Godol
{with Waiting Women) for the Tuggera-
nong Arts Festival, “l don't think we de-
serve to be punished,” he said.

On the bright side, Splinters has received
540,000 from the Australia Council for
1993, Since that's a national body, Branson
says that technically Splinters can produce
their work anywhere next year, it doesn't
have il be in Canberra.

“Why keep on7" [ asked. "“We kecp on
because we believe in the work itself
Branson replied. Branson says the founda-
tion Splinters group (mostly students from

Watson High School) set out in 1985 to
imvesligate non-represcntational perform-
ance, particularly the creation of “'an atmo- |
sphere of event and ritual." According 10
Branson, Splinters continues (o challenge
itself.

I think that a Splinters’ production is
always a form of controlled anarchy. Flow-
ers af Gold looks like being an orchestrated
festive carnivale on an operatic scale.

Flowers of Gold has a short season from
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Flowers af Gold has a short season from
December 16 1o 19, at 8.30pm, at the old
Kingston Bus Depot, (the one with the
lemporary Splinters sign in puce purple),
Wentworth Avenue, Kingslon,
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